Advanced Technologies Academy
English II Honors
Ms. Maury Lowe, mslowe@interact.ccsd.net
2011-2012
I. COURSE SCOPE

A. Course Description

This one-year course is a continuation of a rigorous college preparatory sequence emphasizing the study of language, literature, and composition.  The skills of critical thinking, listening, reading, writing, and speaking will continue to be developed.  A variety of literary genres will be used for the further development of reading strategies, literary appreciation, and interpretation.  Literature selections will also serve as models to improve writing skills.  This course will fulfill one of the credits required for graduation.
B. Scope and Goals:
1. To speak and listen effectively in formal and informal settings.

2. To improve study and organizational skills.

3. To write legibly using Standard English grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.

4. To apply and reinforce the skills required by the Nevada State Proficiency Writing Standards to produce organized and coherent compositions.

5. To reinforce the steps in the writing process.

6. To write unified multi-paragraph compositions in support of a thesis statement.

7. To write expository, persuasive, narrative, descriptive, and imaginative compositions.

8. To expand library research skills to produce a research paper.

9. To extend individual vocabulary and reinforce the development of word attack skills.

10. To utilize a variety of reading strategies for more effective comprehension.

11. To read and analyze a broad range of contemporary and classic fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry.

12. To relate literary themes and characters to social, historical, and current events.

13. To analyze figures of speech in literature and to use them in writing and speaking.

14. To comprehend, interpret, and evaluate a variety of reading materials.

15. To develop an understanding of good character and ethics by responding to a wide variety of written and oral communication.

16. To develop an awareness and appreciation of other cultures.

17. To expand and apply logical and critical thinking skills in new learning situations.
C. Textbook and Materials

· Textbooks:

· The Language of Literature, McDougal Littell
· Materials:

· One three-ring binder (or dedicated section of a large binder)

· One single subject spiral bound notebook (Writing Journal) 

· Five dividers labeled: Handouts, Notes, Vocab/Grammar, Work in Progress, and Graded Work. 
· Blue or black pens and highlighters

II. COURSE OUTLINE

A. Course Content/Schedule (The instructor reserves the right to revise the course content.)
English II Honors is a survey course with a focus on the writing process as well as literacy studies.  
· Writing Focus:  Students will be expected to write every day.  Because this will be the main focus of English II Honors each student MUST bring his or her spiral bound writing journal to class daily.  In addition to the writing journal, students will produce a fully developed and revised piece of writing approximately twice monthly.

· Literacy Focus:  English II Honors has a strong emphasis on the critical analysis of literary non-fiction as well as literature including but not limited to: Lord of the Flies by William Golding,  Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe, The Tragedy of Macbeth by William Shakespeare, and Oedipus the King by Sophocles.  
B. Technology Applications

Students will use technology in order to research, compose, edit, revise, and publish essays and other written assignments.  In addition, individual and group student assignments and projects will require the use of the internet and various presentation programs including but not limited to Microsoft PowerPoint.  In addition, students may be required to take part in online literature discussions.

III. GRADING POLICY
A. Grading Scale:

90-100%  =  A 
80-89%  =  B

70-79%  =  C

60-69%  =  D

0-59%  =  F

B.  Description of Grading Procedures

1. Quarter grades will be based on the following percentages:

· Classwork:  20%
· Homework: 15%

· Grammar/Vocab 15%

· Assessment/Writing:  50% (projects and Book Analysis are part of this grade)
2. Attendance:  while it is possible for students to make up work missed due to absences, it should be noted that this course moves at a rapid pace and students with excessive absences will find it difficult to succeed.  Please plan on being here every day, and contact the instructor when you are absent in order to receive assignments in a timely manner.

3. Citizenship grades will be based entirely upon the attitude of each student and not upon his/her academic achievement.  
· O= Outstanding:  The student is willing to participate, comes prepared mentally and emotionally to learn and help others to do so. 

· S=Satisfactory:  The student is mostly willing to participate, although may require some motivation from the teacher.  For the most part he/she comes prepared to learn and help others to do so.

· N=Needs Improvement:  The student may be disruptive, guilty of academic dishonesty, and/or display an unwillingness to participate or help the instructor or other students.

· U=Unsatisfactory:  The student is often disruptive, guilty of academic dishonesty, and/or displays an unwillingness to participate or assist the instructor or others.

4. Homework:  Students will be assigned homework on an almost nightly basis.  Homework consists of reading, writing, Cornell Notes, Vocabulary, Grammar, and completion of assignments begun in class.  Homework should take no more than 1 hour per night.

5. Spelling, Grammar, and Neatness:  best quality work is expected on all assignments (with the exception of quick writes and notes).  This means that work should be completed in blue or black ink or word processed, and that paper should be free of rips or wrinkles. 
6. Extra Credit will not be given on an individual basis.  When extra credit is offered, all students will have an option to participate
C. Quarter and Semester Grades

Semester grades are determined with the following percentages:
First/third quarter grade= 40%
Second/fourth quarter grade= 40%
Semester finals= 20%
D. Make-Up and Late Work

· Students have three days to contact the instructor concerning make-up work after returning from an absence.  Students then have three days per absence to turn in the completed make-up work for credit.

· Turning work in on time is essential for success in high school; therefore, late work will be accepted on the next class day with a 50% penalty.  The instructor reserves the right to refuse acceptance of an assignment more than one week overdue. Please be aware of due dates, and allow sufficient time to complete each assignment thoroughly. 
E.  Plagiarism 
· All major writing assignments, including book analyses, will be submitted to turnitin.com.  An assignment not submitted will not be graded.  If it is submitted after the due date, the assignment will be counted late.
· Any assignment found to be unoriginal and copied from online resources or another student will receive a “0”.  
· Repeat offenses will be handled according to school policies.
IV. CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS
A. Computers are to be used for classroom assignments ONLY.  Students found using the computers for any other reason will be restricted from computer use and/or reported to the Dean.

B. The Internet will be used for research and literary discussion only.  Students found using the internet for any other reason will be restricted from computer use and/or reported to the Dean.

C. Tardiness:  

a. Students should be in their seats and ready to work when the bell rings

b. If students are tardy they will sign the tardy log, and will be reported according to school attendance procedures.

D. Corridor passes will be signed to use the restroom when needed.

E. According to A-TECH rules, no food or drink (with the exception of water bottles) in class.

F. During in class assignment work, be respectful.  This means that students will: 

1. treat each other with kindness and respect,  

2. be respectful to the teacher, 

3. not use inappropriate language or tone, and

4. be responsible for picking up after themselves.

G. If unacceptable behavior occurs, the following discipline procedures will be followed:

1. Student warning

2. Parental contact

3. Disciplinary referral

**Instructor reserves the right to bypass steps where serious discipline problems require immediate attention.

H. Students are expected to come to class on time and prepared for daily work and are expected to work until the end of the class.  

I. Every day student should bring binders, writing journal, planners, notes, paper, pen, and any assignments due that day.

English II H
Ms. Maury Lowe, mslowe@interact.ccsd.net
Dear Parents and Guardians:

I am excited to have your child in my English II H class this year.  Please take some time, and look over my course expectations with your child.  Once you have done so, please sign this acknowledging that you understand what is expected of your student.  Please have your child return this contract to me by Friday, September 3, 2010.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me through email or voicemail (email is best!) and I will be more than happy to help.  Thank you in advance for your assistance and support.

Sincerely, 

Maury Lowe

English IIH Teacher

Video Release:

In order to supplement and enhance the reading of some texts, an occasional video or brief video clip is shown.  According to CCSD policy, no film rated PG-13 or R shall be shown in classrooms, and any film with a PG rating must be approved by parents in writing. The videos and films considered for this year include:  Lord of the Flies (black and white version), The Princess Bride, William Shakespeare: A Life of Drama, Julius Caesar, October Sky, Antigone, Elie Wiesel:  First Person Singular, Jane Eyre (2006 Masterpiece Theatre and 1996 A&E) and various television episodes and excerpts from channels such as The History Channel, A&E, Bravo, and PBS.  By signing these expectations, you are giving your child permission to view these videos in class.  Should there be any other films considered for the year, you will be notified.

My child may view these films. _________________ (Initials please)

My child may not view the following films:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Student’s Name (Printed) __________________________________________

Period:_________________

Parent/Guardian’s Name (Printed):_____________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s Signature: _________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Email (optional):____________________________________
