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Course Scope

This one-year course emphasizes the study of language, literature and composition.  It is a continuation of English 1.  The skills of critical thinking, listening, reading, writing and speaking will continue to be developed.  Literary and expository texts will serve as models to improve reading and writing skills.  Instructional practices will incorporate integration of diversity awareness including appreciation of all cultures and their important contributions to society.  The appropriate use of technology is an integral part of this course.  This course fulfills one of the English credits required for high school graduation.

Course Goals

1.   To use word analysis skills and strategies to comprehend new words encountered in text and to 
       develop vocabulary.
2.   To apply the reading process to build comprehension.
3.   To read and analyze a range of contemporary and classic texts, both fiction and nonfiction.
4.   To relate literary themes  and characters to social, historical, and current events.
5.   To analyze organizational and structural patterns in expository texts for an author’s development
      of argument, viewpoint, and/or perspective.
6.   To apply the stages of the writing process.
7.   To write expository, persuasive, narrative and descriptive compositions.
8.   To improve understanding of language through study of grammar and mechanics rules.
9.   To expand research skills.
10.  To develop effective listening and speaking skills.
11.  To apply appropriate study skills and learning behaviors.

Course Materials

Texts:  Language of Literature.  McDougal-Littel  @2002.
             Holt Traditions:  Warriner’s Handbook.  @2008.

Literature:  nonfiction cuttings, including speeches, essays and articles
                     fiction:  novels will be chosen from the following list.

Lord of the Flies		1984			Animal Farm		Separate  Peace
Jane Eyre		Of Mice and Men	Julius Caesar		Night	
Course Sequence

English II continues with the emphasis on writing and grammar, with literature objectives met as well.  Students will write daily, and many of the homework assignments will be writing as well.  The class is organized thematically following the organization in the classroom set text.

Grading Policy

90-100 %  =A			First Quarter         45 percent of grade    
80-89%    = B			Second Quarter    45 percent of grade
70-79 %    =C			Final Exam             10 percent of grade
60-69%    =D

Grading Procedure

Grades are entered as follows:

Major essays  (final draft)   		35 percent
Exams and Projects               		35 percent
Homework/ Journal              		15 percent
Quizzes and in class work     		15 percent

1.  Writing (quick writes) will start each day’s lesson.  These will provide ideas for bi-weekly essays of 2 to 
      3 pages in length.
2.  Bi-weekly essays may be revised within a week of the return of the essays. The revision will provide 
     the final draft grade.
3.  Warriner’s language handbook will be used on block days and each chapter will end with a test.
4.  Literature will be read in the class and assignments will generate from that reading.  Any text needed   
      for homework will be provided.
5.  Literature tests will occur at the end of each thematic unit.
6.  Projects will generate from literature texts and most will require presentations which will also gain
     points for content and speaking skills.
7.  Memorization of poetry each quarter will continue.
8.  Grades will be posted every two weeks in the room as well as sent to Parentlink at least twice a week.

Classroom Materials

1.  Students will need a large three-ringed binder and a spiral notebook for this course.  We will attempt 
      to keep all loose items in the same binder.   Dividers will be needed to separate the following        
      components:  Vocabulary, Cornell notes-literature, Language skills activities, Final drafts, and 
      handouts.  The spiral notebook will contain the quick writes and the homework writing assignments.

2.  Students will need an active Clark County Library card.
3.  Students will need access to a USB for saving files used in class.

Classroom Rules

 1.    Bring materials.
 2.    Avoid  tardies.
 3.    Respect yourself and others.
 4.    Follow the paper formats discussed the first week of school.  All submitted materials must be in ink
       or typed.
 5.   Print all materials at home or in the library.
6.    Stay seated.  Students whose seat faces away from the board are required to face the front when 
       necessary.  
7.   Do not sleep.  If you are having a problem, please tell me right away.
8.   No cell phones or ear plugs visible in my room.
9.   All rules cited in the CCSD student discipline handbook will be enforced.
10.Late work will receive 50 percent credit unless absences are involved. 

Progressive Discipline

1.  Warning
2.  Conference
3.  Call home
4.  Dean’s intervention

Citizenship Grades

O	Outstanding:   follows all rules, participates in class.
S             Satisfactory:   behavior acceptable despite occasional lapses in homework, promptness and/or
                                        classroom decorum.
N            Needs improvement:   serious lapse in one or more of the class or school behavior rules.
U            Unsatisfactory:  change in behavior  needed for success in school.





Videos for Enrichment

During the year there will be clips of movies and/or educational videos shown for enrichment.  If there is ever a movie shown, it will be the visual presentation of literature we have read.  Please have your parents sign the following form and  keep it in your binder for me to check.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
My child may watch the videos chosen for enrichment in English class, assuming the teacher will show only G movies or appropriate cuttings from other films.

Parent signature__________________________________________   Date_________________

OR

Please provide my child with an alternate assignment during any movie viewing.

Parent signature________________________________________   Date___________________ 





