Theatre 1
Grade:  Open
	
I.  Course Description:
This first-year course is designed to familiarize students with theatre; its intent, structure, effectiveness, and value.  Class work focuses on student performance through demonstration of various acting skills.  Continuous emphasis will be made to develop awareness and self-expression, to increase general knowledge of the theatre, and to encourage social adjustment.  This course will include outside classroom performance requirements.  This course will fulfill either the art/humanities credit or one of the elective credits required for graduation.
	
II.  Prerequisites:  None

III.  Pre-Assessments:
Each student will take a pretest of a diagnostic nature to determine:  
	1.  Skill deficiencies in Acting
	2.  Skill strength in Acting

IV.  Post-Assessments:
Each student will take a post-test and perform a monologue of diagnostic nature to determine:
	1.  Individual growth in course content.
	2.  Accomplishment of individual growth within career objectives.
	3.  Strengths and weaknesses of the teaching-learning system.

V.  Possible Careers:
Actor, Director, Storyteller, Creative Director, Theatre Management, Television Broadcasting, Teacher

VI.  Course Goals
1.  To interpret subtleties of sensory perception and emotional states.
2.   To use imagination to form and express thought, feeling, and character.
3.  To apply movement techniques for characterization in improvised and scripted activities.
4.  To express meaning and character through language.
5.  To apply vocal techniques for characterization in improvised and scripted activities.
6.  To develop and apply artistic discipline.
7.  To improve understanding of self and others by expanding role repertoire.
8.  To become aware of the need for ensemble in theatre.
9.  To explore resolutions to dramatic problems and evaluate consequences and implications.
10.  To use improvisation for scripted and unscripted material.
11.  To develop skills of analysis and spontaneity in creating characters.
12.  To write and perform scenes/short plays that integrate content and form.
13.  To understand the role and responsibilities of the director.
14.  To recognize the contributions of technical elements in creating theatrical effects.
15.  To recognize the functions of management in theatre production.
16.  To reflect upon personal and universal meaning in drama/theatre.

VII.  Lessons that develop Goals and Time Schedule:
Theatre  Curriculum
Unit 1		Becoming Acquainted				1 Week
Unit 2		What is theatre?				1 Week
Unit 3		5 Senses					2 Weeks
Unit 4		Exploring the voice				2 Weeks
Unit 5		Oral Interpretation				1 Week
Unit 6		Pantomime					1 Week
Unit 7		Movement					3 Weeks
Unit 8		Concentration 					2 Weeks
Unit 9		Structure of Drama				3 Weeks
Unit 10		Character Work				2 Weeks
Unit 11		Scene Work					2 Weeks
Unit 12		Musical Theatre				1 Week
Unit 13		Collaborative Process				3 Weeks
Unit 14		What is a Director?				2 Weeks
Unit 15		Audition Monologues				2 Weeks
Unit 16		Costumes					2 Weeks
Unit 17		Design in Theatre				2 Weeks
Unit 18		Make-up					2 Weeks
Unit 19 	Personal and Universal Meanings		1 Week

VIII.  Major Text:
The textbook for this class is the Stage and the School. 


IX.  Course Information:
A. Testing:   The teacher will administer tests and quizzes throughout the course of study to determine the individual student’s development as well as the effectiveness of teaching system being employed.  The teacher will give quizzes monthly, and at end of each unit of study as well as an end of the semester final exam.

B.  Assignments:  Students will begin the majority of their assignments in class with a few special assignments to be worked on completely at home.  Students will need to memorize scripts at home. There will be several required performances, including PVHS Got Talent Show, as well as required show attendances, dates to be posted on website.

C.  Homework Policy:  Homework is the practice at home of a skill learned in class.  Homework will not always be corrected nor graded.  You will, however, be held accountable for activities practiced at home.  Please, always prepare yourself by doing your homework.  The teacher will accept homework assignments only when directions have been followed, the assignment is complete, the paper labeled, and neatness and legibility are evident.

D.  Make-Up:  If you are absent, it will be your responsibility to find out what you have missed.  Once you return to class, please ask a classmate for notes of what you have missed.  Then check the basket for any handouts that were distributed while you were absent.  DO NOT come to teacher first!  If you have checked with another student and collected the handouts and you still have questions -- then come and see the teacher.  
If you are aware in advance that you will not be in class, please notify the teacher so you can get all of the work you will need to complete to keep up with the class.
You have one week from the date of your absence to complete any missed written assignments.  Written assignments not made up within that time will be counted as late and receive 50% credit.  Quizzes, tests, and exams not made up within that time will not be accepted and will be counted as zero in the grade book. Tests or quizzes must be made up after school, as we will have moved on to other activities during class. 
	If you miss a performance because of absence, you must perform on the day you return.  No additional time will be allotted.  If there is not time in class for your make-up performance, you must make an appointment to perform after school.  If this is the case, additional time may be allotted.

E.  Late Work:  Written assignments turned in after the date due will be counted as 50%.  No late performances will be accepted.  Remember, “The show must go on!”

F. Extra-Credit: Extra-credit assignments are given entirely at the teacher’s discretion.  They may include the following:
· Attendance at festivals and other Palo Verde theatre performances.  Write a five paragraph critique and turn it in with your ticket or program stapled to it.  The format for this report is available on the bulletin board in class.
· Attendance at certain Palo Verde performances.  These will be announced by the instructor in class.
· Volunteering time working in the theatre to complete production or clean-up jobs.
· Reading plays outside of class and completing a written report on the play.  The format for this report is available on the bulletin board in class.
· Auditioning for or working on Palo Verde productions.

G.  Unique Aspects of Course:  
Your attendance is vital in this class.  Since your grade is based mainly on participation, it may be necessary for you to make up your attendance.  Theatre students are required to attend the mainstage productions and perform in the talent show and various other performances.  

X.  Across the Curriculum Activities
A.  Preparation Skills Requirements: 
The teacher will advise students during the first week of school regarding the importance of being prepared daily for class.  It will be required that the students have a notebook which will be your acting book, a folder in which you will place all handouts, take notes, and copy down homework assignments, and pencil or pen each day when class begins.  The teacher will check to see that these requirements are met and will reward the students accordingly.   

B.  Writing: 
	1. Daily Journal:  All theatre students are required to keep a journal in which they will record observations of life.  If you miss a day of class, you are still responsible for the journal from that day.  You will be given time at the start of each class to write your journal, and each journal entry should be at least 5 sentences in length.  Points will be deducted for journals that do not meet this standard. Journals will be due each Friday.  If you are absent on that day, your journal must be turned in on the day you return.
	2.  Key Vocabulary:  The theatre has a language all its own.  Each day, you will take notes on the key vocabulary of the theatre.  If you are absent, you must get these notes from a fellow student.  Vocabulary notes will be turned in for points before each vocabulary quiz.
3.   Play cards: Theatre I students will be required to read 6 acts each nine weeks, and write a short play card on each play.  Each report will be submitted on a half-sheet of paper.  Plays are normally written in acts, sometimes one, two, three, or five. These will be due two weeks before the end of the quarter or semester. 

XI.  Evaluation
A.  Criteria for arriving at Student Grades
The basic criteria are the daily work, tests and written assignments.   However, from the skills and techniques that you learn, it is expected that you will perform on the stage by yourself and with others both in class and in at least one after school theatre performance.  
· You are required to attend at least one performance of each major production at Palo Verde.  These productions will be announced at the beginning of the year.  Students who are unable to do so must request ahead of time to complete an alternative assignment to earn the equivalent points.  The alternative assignment will be due on the first class after the show closes.
· Student performances, such as PVHS Got Talent show and a few others are required and will weigh heavily on student grades.
· Attendance and participation are extremely important.  There will be others in class that will be depending on you to do your part.  You will earn daily participation points by being in class and actively participating.  Participation points lost due to absence may be made up through extra credit.  Tardies are unacceptable, and 3 points will be deducted from your participation points for each tardy.  If you have extenuating circumstances, talk to the teacher. However, you will be expected to work hard, be positive, and make sacrifices for your craft. Additionally, participation points may be lost due to discipline problems such as being off task, rudeness, or not cleaning up your work space.
	
B.  Explanation of Student Grades:
The grading procedure is based on a simple point system.   For every assignment or project there will be a consistent number of points available.  If you complete the assignments and willingly participate in the activities and projects, you will receive points based on the correctness and quality of your work.  
POINT VALUES
Participation - daily 			10 pts. each day
Assignments				Variable (usually 25-50 pts. each)
Journals 				10 points each entry
Performances				Variable (usually 50-100 pts. each)
Quizzes				20-25 pts. each
Special Projects			Variable (usually 50-100 pts. each)
Final Examinations			10% of total grade
Grading Scale
A		90-100%
B		80-89%
C		70-79%
D		60-69%
F		below 60%


C.  Receiving grade reports
The teacher will send a grade report home every four and half weeks. Additionally students and parents can check grades online through ParentLink at any time.

XII.  Theatre  Classroom Conduct
A.  Classroom Rules
1.   Be there and be ready:  Come to class on time, ready to learn, and with 
everything you will need for that day.
	2.  Be courteous and kind: Raise your hand if you have something to say 
and wait to be called on.  Listen when others are speaking.  Say “Please” and “Thank you”.  Complement others on work well done.  Treat others the way you would like to be treated.
3.  Keep your hands, feet, and all objects to yourself.  Theatre is a “no contact” sport.  
Rough-housing will not be tolerated.  Keep your belongings under your chair or near 
your work area; and if something does not belong to you, don’t touch it without the owner’s permission.  (Borrowing something without the owner’s permission is called “stealing”, and it will result in disciplinary action.)
	4.  Be accountable for your actions:  Stay on task, follow directions the first 
time, and ignore disruptive behavior.
	5.  Be appropriate.  Keep your language, work, and actions appropriate at all 
times.  Profanity, vulgar language or behavior, bullying, disrespect, theft, and 
violence will not be tolerated.  
	
B.  Food and Drink
There is NO FOOD OR DRINK OR GUM CHEWING ALLOWED ANYWHERE IN ANY THEATRE CLASS AT ANY TIME!!!.  Any food or drink open or being consumed in a theatre area will immediately be confiscated and thrown away.  Students who violate this policy repeatedly will be assigned clean-up duty in the theatre and students who repeatedly violate this policy will begin the disciplinary referral process.

C. Nuisance Items: IPod’s, Cell Phones, Cameras
According to Palo Verde High School rules, at no time should cell phones be on during class time.  Additionally, Ipod’s should not be seen at all.  If a student violates these rules, the following progressive discipline policy will be followed:
	1st infraction: Student will sign that he/she has been verbally warned and student will be asked to secure the item so it is no longer accessible during class.
	2nd infraction: Parent phone call and student will be asked to secure the item so it is no longer accessible during class.
	3rd infraction: Item will be confiscated given to the dean’s office
	4th infraction: Student will be referred to the dean’s office
Additionally, students will lose 7 class participation points for each infraction.
	
D. Unauthorized Video Recording:
You may not video any rehearsal, class activity, and or performance without written permission in advance from the school principal, instructor, and all students involved.  Doing so will be considered harassment and referred immediately for disciplinary action.



E. Hall Passes
Your time in class is precious.  You cannot learn what is being taught in class if you aren’t in class when it is being taught.  Each student will be allowed four hall passes each semester.  If you need to leave class, fill out your planner with the correct information and bring it to the teacher for a signature.  (Your planner with your name written in ink on it is your pass; no passes will be issued on anything other than your planner.)   Be sure your request is during an individual work time, not at a time when class instruction is occurring.  Additional passes for special concerns may be given at the teacher’s discretion.

F.  School Property
Willful and deliberate destruction of any school property is against the law and is morally and ethically reprehensible.  Any individual caught defacing or stealing from this facility, or any individual on the premises, will be severely disciplined within the school system, and prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.  The theatre department will personally pay $50 cash to anyone who offers information that leads to the arrest and conviction of a thief or vandal.

G.  Personal Conduct
The art and craft of theatre depends on mutual respect and trust within the ensemble.  Backbiting, foul teasing, sexual harassment, ageism, or any other action or language that belittles or slanders others will not be tolerated.  Above all, Theatre is supposed to be fun!  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(Please sign and return this slip)
XIII. Student and Parent Signature 

Student Name: __________________________		Period:_______________

I have read and discussed the Course Expectations for Theatre I with my parents.  I understand that I will be asked to uphold the standards set forth in this document and attend/perform in the required theatre productions.



____________________________			_______________________________
Student Signature					Parent Signature

__________						___________
Date							Date

Optional:
_______ I would like to volunteer in the following area: _____________________________

Parent email contact:  __________________________ Phone _____________________

Student email contact: _________________________  Phone _____________________
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